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of boundaries1 involved in your present offer would be an improvement
on the existing state of affairs? " was the next question.
Mr Rajagopalachari replied:   "I think so.   At present, the proyiir,
cial governments in Bengal and the Punjab are autonomous in the.sub-J
jects that fall within the provincial field.     The Central government,
even if it should become National, has no appellate or revisianal autho-
rity whatsoever in these matters.    Most   people who object to self-
determination  imagine  that  the  Central   government has   appellate
authority over the provinces.   This is not correct.   All the departments
of government which have relation to the progress and daily life of the,,
people, including law and order, are in the autonomous control of the
provincial government.   After this war-time period is over and elec-
tions are held, -I leave it to the Hindu Mahasabhaites to guess what
kind   of   ministries   will be in power in the Punjab and Bengal under
separate electorates with Muslim majorities.   A better adjustment of
boundaries would prevent friction and discontent and make for a stable ^
provincial government.   This has nothing to do, however, with Paki-
stan.   I am only answering doubts as to possible exploitation."
THE QUESTION OP SOLVENCY
Interviewed in regard to an editorial in the Dawn in which it was
remarked that " the next step will be the marking of the frontiers of
Pakistan with due regard to its safety and solvency", Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachari said:
"I am loth to enter into a controversy at this stage in anticipation
of the impending meeting between Gandhiji and Mr Jinnah, but
seeing that the official organ of the League has put forward this claim,
I must emphatically deny the interpretation sought to foe put on the
formula.
"The Muslim League's demand for the constitution of the Muslim
majority areas into a separate sovereign State is based on the sup-
posed wishes of the people of those areas. The formula is a concession
to the persistent demand of the League. If it is 'now thought by the
Dawn that the conditions for an independent State are lacking in those
majority areas, it is good ground1 for advising the people at the time
of the plebiscite to vote against separation or for withdrawing the
demand altogether. It cannot become a reason for asking for an
extension of territory involving the coercion of People outside the
Muslim majority areas, or for making other and fresh demands. The
idea of separation was conceived by the Muslim League and the
demand persisted in against the protest and advice of others. Areas
found to be lacking in self-sufficiency must be content to remain units
within a larger State and cannot aspire to independent sovereign